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My lag column had aphoto accompanyingit that didn’t turn out very well. | don’t
believethefault was the Ledger’s. It was most likely because | sent thepicturefiletoo smal
to be enlarged satisfactorily. | hopeyou were able to make out the Century High School’s
basebdl players wdl enough. If not, let me know, and I'll send it again and I’'m surethe
Ledger will runit again for us.

My nat being sure wherethe Century jail intheearly dayswas located brought severd
interesting comments. One was _ : —
from Grace Joiner, areal nice lady 1;1&1, i -,.,""_: I
from over in Bratt. M rs. Joiner told [+ .,.,..’fﬂ = L e
me about memories of her and S £ Lol
some other grls waking down the TN 1
railroad track and fdlas in thejail = Y
tryingto get them to come over and
talk to them. | can seethose grls

aong, thrilled by the attentionthey
were getting, but aso probably a
little fearful of the possible danger
of takingto desperados locked up
in the calaboose,

Asyou may seefromthe
crude sketch I've attached to this
column, thejail was on the east
side of the tracks, but further avay
from Front Sreet than | firg
thougnt. It was about halfway be-
tween Hecker Road and Front
Srest.

Henry Earl M cCuchin told L=
methelittle building at Front Street ¥ el
and the esst side of therailroad that -
| thought might be thejail was ac- These pilings may be seen on the west side of the twin
tualy a“switch” house. Itspurpose  bridges (where U.S. 31 crosses Litle Escambia Creek
was presumably to keep thetrack
switching mechanism saf ely locked away to prevent unauthorized changing of thetrack posi-
tions. If someone switched the tracks incorrectly and afast L&N train came through, there-
sult would be acatastrophe. | had wrondy supposed it to bethejail.

In this sketch, you can seethelocation of the Depat Hatel. Accordingto John Bush,
who is doing research on his grandf ather, John B. Vaughn, Miss Eva s father, the hotd was
variously known around 1905 as the Degpot Hotel, M rs. M cCurdy''s boarding house, and
Vaughn's hotd (or boarding house). Also, Bush said, there are references to astable Vaughn




owned, where he gpparently rented horses for use.

Onethingl can do well is bewrong. Over thelast few years, I’ ve been incorrect in
writing that the remnants of pilings visible in the middle of Little Escambia Creek (where
Highway 31 crosses the creek) were part of alogflume. | recently ran across a 1960 letter
from Brewton’'s Ed Leigh M dMl illan to Floyd M cGowin of Chapman, Alabama, in which
thereis another explanation for the pilings.

M dMillan said the pilings were part of alog boom, amethod by which early loggers
were ableto contain logs in abody of water. PensacolaBay had many of these booms, each
kept by different logging or sawmill companies to kept their logs and timbers separate from
others. Logbooms in PensacolaBay did not necessarily drive pilings but they did use means
to anchor the timbers to keep themin one area.

Four men from Erie, Pennsylvaniawere partnersin asawmill constructed near Little Escam-
bia Creek in the 1880s. Accordingto M dMillan, they drovepilings down the creek for about
aquarter milefrom the sawmill’s location (they named the community around the mill
“Erie”). These pilings created the “ boom.” The upper end of the boom was gpen and the
lower end closed, and the pilings were spaced to hold or contain the floatinglogs. The boom
served the same purpose as amill pond.

Theletter continued, “The pilings, when they were orignally driven in the creek, were
probably 16’ to 20’ longer than they are now. Someyears ago after the boom had ceased to
be used, loggers usingthe creek to float logs to theriver cut off the pilings a the water leve
a low water dage.”

Booms such as this were common for sawmills located on streams, because the
streams were used to ether float logs to the mill, or to float squared-off sawn timber down to
the Conecuh/Escambia River and from there to market in Pensacol a

M ay be soon we' Il cover log ditches. But for your information, the first documented
logditch constructed in this areawas in Santa Rosa County in 1875, by M gor Wallace. Wal-
lace, Alabama, and the Wallace community in Santa Rosa County are both named for this
man.

*k*k*%x

| guess that’ s enough lessons for one week. Don’'t forget the Alger-Sullivan Historica
Society’s meeting February 19 at 6 p.m. Cal 850-256-2447 for more information.

The next week, on February 26, is the Escambia County Historical Society meeting.
Dr. John Hal is presenting the program on the Bartram Trall a 3:15 p.m. You can contact
251-867-7332 or 251-809-1528 for information or directions.

Y’dl come.




