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By Jerry Smmons

As may of you know, about the middle of lastyear | took areprieve— asabdbaticd, if youwill,
fromthis column. The last few months havestill been hectic, even without newspgper deadlines
to med. A lat of things have hgppened, some nat so good and athers nat so bad. Jud life.

But now I’'mback tryingto help Margaret Collier with the column again, for better or for
worse. Thanksto al yau folkswho made nice comments and said you missed nmy writing. For the
oneswhodidn’'t miss it, thanks for nat telling me!

Therésala of higory that I’ ve learned with a half year away fromthiswork, and I’ll share
some of it & time goes along. M uch came from ny lot to be honoredto bethe author (the
“conpiler,” redly) of acommemoraivebook for the Flomaon Centennid Celebraion. We, the
centennial committee and |, hgpeit will be ready intime for the celebrations coming up in the
ring. Flomaon's one-hundred y ear anniversary isin M ay and thetimewill passrapidly be-
tween now and then.

The book will nat be ahigory book assuch. It's mare of ascrgpbook — a conpilation of many
stories andphatogrgphs, much of which | believe will be nev to many of thereades. There' s a
bit of higory inthe begnning, but you may be dad to know tha you' Il nat have atet a the end
of your journey through the book.

“Now, why isaguy from Century doing abook about the hisory of Flomeaon?’ You ask. Be-
lieve me, | asked the same quedion. It sarted & the fird pat of 2007 when | was asked, aong
with a couwple of athers from Certury, to be part of a committeeto help collect informaion con-
cerning Flomaton' spad. Jery Fischer and | were goingto bethe main onesto do the actua work
on the bodk, but when Jerry couldn't devate full timetothetask, | wastheoneto do it.

Even though | hail fromthe ather side of thegate line, Flomaonwas abig pat of my growing
upyears. Saurday aftemoons a the Jacksontheater; cruisingtheM ilky Way ; the skating rink;
theTen-Cent sore where | remember thefira sidewak Santa Claus | ever saw inperson (who
scared me); haircuts (and Mr. Guymon braggng about how badly Flomaton’s gonnabeat cen-
tury); dl thosethings influencad me jugt asthey did many, many ather children.

Abovel said“theoneto doit,” but tha’snat true & dl. There vebeen agreat many people,
egecidly Jerry Fischer, who' vebeen diredly involved gathering sories, pictures and gobs of
past informaion ebout thetown. Besides that, many otherswrate contemporary gories, and look-
ing through over ahundred y ears’ worth of EscambiaCourty newspgers, | found lats more.
Thenthere arethe ather archives of the Escambia County Higorica Society & the museum &
Jeff Davis Community College; there was awedth of freeinformaionthere.

We found averiteble tressure of clippings, pictures and stories inthepasonsof Dat and Lu
nette Ptomey. Jerry Fischer had atremendous gorehouse of photographs he's collected over the
years andwe used just about dl he had of Flomaon. Someof thesephatosy ou may’ ve dready
seen inthe caendar digributed by the EscambiaCounty Bank each year, but there are lots more
that haven't been seen before.

I think you’ll bepleased with the book once we get it printed and ready for sae. Plus, | think
there Il be acouple of surprises in it you might nat be eqpecting. We uncovered some long-
forgotten deals; but we dso found some deallstha you may havenever known about. Then
there aresomethingstha might have been bdter left covered up withthe dust of they ears cover-
ing them.




| wert through many of the Flomaon high school annuds inthe high school library and | left
Pog-Its onpages that had pidures | thought would fit thebook. Afterward, Sudents from FHS
scanned thosepages and made digtal copies of thephatos for me. | was very plessed with the
result; thekidsdid grest!

Theproblemwas, however, tha ala of y earbooks aremissing fromthe school library’s collec-
tion, and some of theonesthae had ala of pictures cut out, which is ashame. Wemade dowith
wha wehad. By theway, if you have ay FHSy earbookstha you d liketo donateto the school,
plessedo! Cdl Wanda Ledford, the librarian & the high school.

A good project for the sudents eventudly may betodigtizethe annuals, tha is, scanthem like
they did for this book. Tha way, the annuasthey do havewill bepreserved for the future.

It's nat likely you'll find aythingpublished any time recently about Flomaon'spag withas
much al togethe in oneplace & wehave done. But thereis ill so muchwe didn’'t get that' sill
out there. | hopethere' Il be asecond volume.

You needto know there' s aplay intheworks, too. Sgphanie Sdter from M onroe Courty is
writingit. An educaor in her first career, he'shad agreat ded of experience working with M on-
roevilleé s“ToKill aM ockingbird” play. Her husband Butch Sdter has play ed the sheriff for
years.

Sephani€’ s epeatiseisdramaics, and the committeeheard her read theplay acouple weeks
back. If we can find adars for theplay tha put haf as much into it asshedid readingit, there's
no tdlingwhereit’ll go. Mrs. TeresaHultz, an Endishteacher at Flomaon high school, will di-
rect it, andthere Il be aneed for folks likeyouto e up andtry ou for thepats. Sheistenta
tively calingtheplay “ Crosties: Saries fromthe Jundion.”

Sephanie commented, “Themos chalengng part has been sifting through the informetion and
selecting gories, then weaving themtogether in away that will cgpturethe heart and the spirit of
the community - thesinplicity and nogdgaof days gone by.”

She continued to describe her thoughts: “On agage withllittle scenery, nosds, and only afew
props charadersplay out aseries of scenesthat depict people and evertstha shgped Flomaon's
history overtheyears. Somdimesthe adion is intarupted by unexpectad guests likethe newly -
wedswho have bean traumaized by Rube Burrows, the natorioustrain robber. Sometimes char-
acters likeKorrieBrown step in and out of the adionto speak directly to the audience and sd the
record Sraight.Music and lighting help to set the mood and movetheplay dongas eachtaeis
played out upon apradicaly barestage.”

Ster sad, “Thisis agreat opportunity for the community to get involved by playing roles of
friends and family members or working behind thescenesto help bring theproductionto life. |
amredly looking forward to Flomaton's centennia celebration and seeingtheplay cometo life
inMay.”

Persondly, I’'m anxiousto seetheplay, scheduled for thefirg pat of May; and| can’'t wait to
have thebook published — and | hopeyou' Il be dad bath were done. Be ready for more newvsto
come as it develops.

Y’ al come.




